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City Council

votes "

“You re votmg to make |t legal t
cnmmate o

“3-2to rescind desplte s,;f

,,':tf_orceful objectlons

HENDERSON, Ky.' — The" City’"
. Council ‘voted 3-2 last’ night to. repeal
_an ordinance that protects gays s from

| “discrimination in housing, empl oyment ,
*| . and public accommodations. . e

" “Idon’t think it's.a secret-this isnot
- wanted ” Rick'Hile, who had:sued the .,
 city in opposition-to the"ordinance,

. “There will be a lot of happy people in;
Henderson tomiorrow.” - i

A majority of the speakers at the % cil members lp was‘tlpped in thenrf
VOI‘ . g

B meeting, however, disagreed with Hile:
and said the ordinance was necessary..
"After the” vote, supporters left the:

-meetmg smgmg. “We Shall . Over-'
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come.”
L “Repealmg it sends a message that
we were wrong and’ it’'s OK o dis-:.

cnmmate,” said : Kyle - Burson, 19
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" SIMILAR" ORDINANCES ‘ have

. been approved in other Kentucky com- ;'

-son County and. Lexington, "

Ward'— a.supporter of the ordmance
= chose not to seek re-¢lection.”. ¢ ¢
. Ward’s 'seat was filled by Bob-Hall
“an ordinance opponent,-ahd it became

i clear that the two.commissioners who.
" said during a public-comment perlod - yoted. against ‘the ‘ordiance in 1999,

™ Robby Mills'and Russell Sights, would

;. attempt to repeal it, now that the coun,-"j munity could be.” * P

““Hall;. Mtlls ‘and. Slghts vot
mght to repeal the ordinance. "'
"Sights 'said he was: embarrassed by

munities, “including. Lomsvxlle, Jeffer- :

& criminated against becau e of’ he r
- Last: fall;"city: Commissioner. Sonny ’sexual onenta%on. ause. o thei
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.nance'was necessary because he had
ever " witnessed -any- discrimination’

: cFamst gays m Henderson. Mnlls de-:

ined to speak.

ember Michele Deep said the werer

ad to see the ordinance repeal iy

‘The ordinance was proposed by the

enderson Fairness' Alliance, a’ gay- |

ntghts group. The group said members:
the gay' community. had- been dis-'

" At yesterday's. meetgng, Katherme
-Hope Goodman, co-chauwoman of the,
.group, ‘said “their determination will !
not. be suffocated” by a vote to repeal.

“Change is already happening, This.

'struggle s.not over,” Goodman:said. -

+“We've not given up.on what our com-,

At one point in.the. meetm the Rev. | i

uJerry Greenlee, director -0 the Reli-:-

: gious' Organization Project in 'Ken-
‘tucky, told the council members who
were ‘against the ordinance that they ,

" the adoption.of the ordmance. “I-don’t Fneeded to be worried about their eter-

- believe it’s appropnate for
'\,or its citizens.” " .
" Hall ‘said he: dldn’t think: the: ordi-

dersony
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nal salvation fot not bemg more toler—
ant e
Randy LerS, a gay-nghts ordmance

repealed

o

. Mayor ' Joan- Hoffman ‘and- councnl 4
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supporter, expressed outrage to the -
three councnl members opposed to the
‘'ordinance, ! - " " :

y “YOU’RE NO‘I' Chnstlans. you re:
hateful bigots,” Lewis said, prompting .-
Hoffman totell him;,to,. change his .
tone. Fo - SRS T A
. Resndent Gary: Puryear said those fa-
voring the:repeal were'not:bigots for
standinguj for their rellgtous convic- "
nons [ EER 13473 A SRS PR R T LT AL B L

_The ordmance had been challenged
“in court by Hile and his’ wnfe, Connie. "
‘The -couple’ were ‘backed by Pat Ro-
Jbertson’s’ American. Center for Law .
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e and Justice. The Hiles claimed the or- |

.dinance forced them as landlords to .
violate their rehgtous beliefs’ by “facili- .
tatmg or supportmg such a smful life-
style.

A Judge ruled agamst a: request by
the American Civil. Lnbertles Umon to
help defend the city.

The lawsuit' was later dropped be--
-cause the ‘ordinance exempted single- °
family housing units, which the couple
owned, : said"their, attorney;« Franms '
Mamon of New Hope “d W? A .
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